MMPI-2 characteristics of adults diagnosed with attention deficit disorder.
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) has been increasingly recognized as extending into adulthood, affecting occupational, interpersonal, and psychological functioning. The Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) and its revision (MMPI-2) have been widely used in the assessment of patients with psychiatric disorders, but few studies have attempted to characterize the personality profiles of individuals with ADD and none have used the MMPI-2. Thirty-three patients with ADD and 33 schizophrenia patients were compared to 46 healthy control subjects on the MMPI-2 validity, clinical and Harris-Lingoes scales. With the exception of significantly lower scores for general affective distress (F), thought disorder (Sc), and paranoia (Pa), ADD subjects demonstrated remarkably similar profiles to those seen in the schizophrenia group. Significant differences between the three groups were found on a majority of the clinical scales, with ADD subjects showing similar profile elevations as schizophrenic subjects on both clinical- and sub-scales. These results were consistent with previous research using the original MMPI in adults with ADD, and confirm that examination of MMPI-2 profiles may be a useful diagnostic aid for this disorder.